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Thanksgiving Sunday 

October 11, 2020 
 

Invitation to worship safely and soulfully:  Please wear your 
masks while in motion. Please sit at least 6 feet apart unless 
you are with others you live with.  You are invited to “hum 

from the heart” but not to sing out. 
 

 

PRELUDE 

 

TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that 

the land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, the 

ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, and part 

of the homeland of the Metis.  We are grateful for its 

stewardship through the centuries. We respect the 

sacredness of our shared home and the ground on which 

we walk. We are proud to be on the Affirming Ministry 

journey. 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Connie Stanzel 
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PRAYER OF OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

SENDING FORTH 

For the Fruit of All Creation 

Solo: Mary Lou Beck 
 

COMMISSIONING 
 

Give thanks always to the One who is Creator and 

creating. Be aware of what is around you and know that 

God is with you, in water, land, air and sky. Know that 

God is continually creating within you. Never stop 

learning about this world that is God’s gift of all of 

Creation.  Live in gratitude and be a blessing. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

We are grateful for the generous spirit of Knox who is hosting our  
shared service and for the team of people who have made it possible: 
Our volunteers for this Thanksgiving service: Margo, Ross, Alison, 
Wendy, Laura, and Ken; our soloists Mary Lou and Anne; and of  
course our organist Patricia. Thanks also to Eric for keeping Knox  
looking beautifully clean. From STW we would also like to thank 

Vicki and Connie. 
 
 
 

The beautiful flowers here today are in memory of Norma Jordan, 
from her Celebration of Life held this past Thursday. 
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enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 

every good work. 9     As it is written, “The Sower of 

Life scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; Her 

compassionate justice endures forever.” 
 

A READING FROM LUKE 17: 11-19  
 

11On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was passing through 

the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he 

entered a village, ten lepers approached.  Keeping their 

distance, 13they called out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 

on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and 

show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they 

were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that 

he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice. 16He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 

him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, 

“Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where 

are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give 

praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to 

the Samaritan, “Get up and go on your way; your faith 

has made you well.”  
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC – Alleluia!  

Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 

Words and Music by Donald Fishel, arr. by Joel Raney 
Duet: Anne Stephenson and Mary Lou Beck 

 

REFLECTION - Choosing Gratitude; Saying Thanks 

Vicki Obedkoff 
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LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 

The light of Christ.   Thanks be to God. 
 

INTROIT - Praise God for this Holy Ground 

Solo: Mary Lou Beck 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We rejoice in the beauty and abundance of creation. 

For all that grows on the earth, for all that lives 

upon it: 

Thanks be to God.  

We rejoice in the wonder of human life.  

For health and strength and daily bread: 

Thanks be to God.  

We rejoice in the blessings of friendship and community.  

We gather in love, thanksgiving, and praise! 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 

Holy Mystery, Wholly Love, we come grateful for all 

the good people in our lives.  You are here, in 

everything we touch; in everyone we meet.   We may 

come grieving our losses, or feeling a lack, yet we 

trust that everything is possible with You.  May Your 

Spirit fill us up, that we feel whole.  What we desire 

for ourselves, we wish for all.  Bless all Your people 

with the fullness of life. Amen.   
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GREETING GOD’S FAMILY 
 

The Peace of the Living Christ Be With You 

And also with you. 
 

A TIME WITH ALL AGES 
 

CONGREGATIONAL & COMMUNITY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER FOR GRACE 
 

God, there are days we do not feel grateful. When we 

are anxious or angry. When we feel alone. When we see 

and know injustice. When we do not understand what is 

happening in the world, or with our neighbors and 

families. 
 

We struggle to feel grateful. 
 

But this Thanksgiving, we choose gratitude. We 

choose to accept life as a gift from you, from the 

unfolding work of all creation. We choose to be 

grateful for the earth from which our food comes; 

for the water that sustains us; and for the air we 

breathe. 
 

We choose to see our ancestors, those who came 

before us, and their stories, as a continuing gift of 

wisdom for us today. We choose to see our families and 

friends with new eyes, appreciating them for who they 

are, thankful for our homes whether humble or grand. 

4 
 

We will be grateful for our neighbors and strive to love 

them as we love ourselves. We choose to see the whole 

planet as our shared commons, the stage of the future 

of humankind and Creation. 
 

God, this Thanksgiving, we do not give thanks. We 

choose it.  
 

We will make thanks with courageous hearts. When we 

see Your sacred generosity, we become aware that we 

live in an infinite circle of gratitude. We all are guests 

at a hospitable table around which gifts are passed and 

received. We will not let anything opposed to love take 

over this table.  
 

Instead, we choose to open our eyes to see grace 

and the gifts of life everywhere. In this choosing, 

we will share gratitude in the world.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

A READING FROM 2 CORINTHIANS 9: 6 – 9 
 

6 The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and the one who sows generously will also reap 

generously. 7  Give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  God gives you the indescribable gift of 

grace to share with others.  Overflow with many 

thanksgivings to God.  God is able to provide you with 

every blessing in abundance, so that by always having  


